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Orwell Think Tank questions

1. Orwell appeals intellectual hypocrisy—can you think of an example of this hypocrisy that he would find fault with today?

2. What was the single most defining experience in Orwell’s life according to the Think Tank bio? Explain.

3. Descirbe what you think Orwell meant (you may use examples from the book) when he warns of a “boot stamping on a human face forever”?

4. According to the show, how is it possible that Orwell can be “claimed” by right, left, and center?

5. What events/aspects of his own life and family does Orwell attempt to stray from? Explain.

6. According to the show, what two times in history (that he experienced personally) does Orwell claim best represent socialism?

7. Why is Orwell a socialist but NOT a progressive?

8. What aspect of the 20th century does Hitchens say that Orwell FAILS to predict?

9. What specific examples of martial law did Orwell disagree with?

10. What evidence does Roddon give to support the notion that Orwell would be a conservative today?

11. What were some of Orwell’s political beliefs? How could these be viewed as contradictory?
12. Why does Orwell write?
13. Explain how Orwell can be both a master of propaganda and its biggest opponent?

