Mrs. Crawford

Open Article Quiz

Jonathan Kozol’s  Still Separate, Still Unequal: America’s Educational Apartheid
1. What is the purpose of the first sentence?

2. What is the purpose of the second paragraph including statistics about public school populations in 7 major cities?

3. What do the statistics in the third paragraph aim to prove?
4. The paragraph beginning “A teacher at PS 65…” uses what type of support?

5. Why does Kozol include information from a visit to a Seattle neighborhood in 2002? What dimension does this information add to his argument?

6. Kozol uses the terms “linguistic sweeteners, semantic somersaults, and surrogate vocabularies” to describe the avoidance of which term? What is the most common term used by schools to mask this term that is avoided?

7. What kind of appeal (to ethos-morality; logos-logic; or pathos-emotion) does Kozol use when he quotes the girl who says that NY residents would be “relieved” if they woke up and learned that the ghetto had disappeared? How effective is this dialogue? Why?

8. Explain the difference between Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board of Education. Why does Kozol refer to these two cases?

9. How does the letter from the 8 yr. old—“we do not have the things you have…” support Kozol’s claim?
10. How does Kozol use the decreasing number of physicians in NY public schools to support his claim? What does Kozol imply was the cause of this “steep decline in services”?
11. Noreen Connell from the Educational Priorities Panel in NY says that these budget cuts occur in the poorest areas because, “the assumption is that these are parents who can be discounted…children we don’t value.” Do you agree? Could the budget cuts be explained using any other reasoning? Explain.
12. Using statistics that Kozol gives, explain what he means by “expensive children and cheap children”?

13. Why does Kozol include the facts that “Baby Ivies” cost 24,000 a year to attend and private counselors in NY cost as much as $300.00 an hour?

14. Analyze the following sentence in this way: 

1. Underline the key term repeated in the sentence.

2. Underline all subjects once, all verbs twice. Circle the complements (do or pn). Put parentheses around all prep. phrases; Put brackets around all clauses.
3. Indicate whether it is S/CX/CD/CDCX  

“There is something deeply hypocritical about a society who holds an eight-year-old inner city child ‘accountable’ for her performance on a high-stakes standardized exam but does not hold the high officials of our government accountable for robbing her of what they gave their own kids six or seven years earlier.”

15. Kozol asks the question, “Can you really buy your way to a better education?” What is his implied answer? What proof does he use to support this answer?

16. Why is Kozol skeptical about the new “governmentally established goals suited to…’the special needs and learning styles’ of low income urban children”? 
17. These new goals involve “Skinnerian approaches.” What does that mean? Give specific examples Kozol uses in PS 65.
18. We don’t have a “misery index” for the children of apartheid education says Kozol, but he does suggest a way to understand their plight. What is it?

19. How do required programs in “Technical Arts” differ between rich and poor Los Angeles schools?

20. What happened to the “achievement gap” between black and white students in the early 1990s? How does Kozol explain this widening?

21. Does Kozol call President Bush a liar? Explain.
22. What is the claim of this article and what is the opposing view? 

