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Berkeley Preparatory School

Grade Descriptors by

Academic Department

The descriptions that follow offer a general overview of characteristics found in each group of students. No student is necessarily expected to fall precisely in lockstep with any set of criteria. These descriptions will, however, outline significant features found at each level of student achievement. In the departments of science and history, specialized descriptors for individual subjects are available.  These specialized descriptors, however, parallel the philosophy, content and expectations outlined by the department’s inclusive descriptors
Department of English: Grade Descriptors
 “A” Students
These students turn in nearly all of their assignments when they are due. They almost always listen attentively in class. Their essays, as measured by grade-appropriate rubrics, score in the upper range. They enthusiastically participate in both group work and class discussion and offer thoughtful and personal responses to the literature and ideas discussed. They earn very high scores on quizzes and tests. Finally, these students demonstrate exceptional public speaking ability, as assessed by carefully designed assignments and rubrics.
“A” students exemplify these attributes by:
· Participating in class discussion almost daily; their thoughtful contributions elevate and advance discussion
· Writing essays that display excellent control (as measured by rubric) of language, organization, and idea development
· Completing nearly all assignments in a timely manner
· Performing very well on all written tests and quizzes
· Participating thoughtfully, enthusiastically, and purposefully in all group work

· Delivering oral presentations with grace, fluency, and clear attention to the grading rubric given for the assignment
                                                                 “B” Students
These students turn in most of their assignments when they are due. They usually listen attentively in class. Their essays, as measured by grade-appropriate rubrics, reveal strong, but not excellent, skills in writing and thinking.  They occasionally participate in both group work and class discussion and offer appropriate responses to the literature and ideas discussed. On tests and quizzes, these students indicate consistent competence in both skills and content assessed.  Finally, these students demonstrate, as measured by age-appropriate rubrics, solid public speaking ability on assigned presentations.
“B” students exemplify these attributes by:

· Participating in class discussion occasionally; their contributions are appropriate and sometimes contribute to the progress of the discussion

· Writing essays that display good control (as measured by rubric) of language, organization, and idea development

· Completing most assignments in a timely manner
· Performing adequately on all written tests and quizzes
· Participating thoughtfully in most group work

· Delivering oral presentations with some confidence and clear attention to the grading rubric given for the assignment
Department of English, Continued

“C” Students
These students turn in some of their assignments when they are due. They sometimes listen attentively in class. Their essays, as measured by grade-appropriate rubrics, indicate a need for remediation in at least one of the following areas: English grammar and usage, organization, vocabulary, development of ideas, unity and focus. They seldom participate in either group work or class discussion and offer occasionally appropriate but sometimes inappropriate responses to the literature and ideas discussed. Their scores on quizzes and tests indicate a deficiency in skills being assessed and only a vague knowledge of content covered. Finally, these students demonstrate, through their performance on carefully designed assignments, substandard public speaking ability.
“C” students exemplify these attributes by:

· Seldom participating in class discussion; their contributions are only occasionally appropriate and rarely advance the discussion

· Writing essays that display little control (as measured by rubric) of language, organization, and idea development

· Completing some assignments in a timely manner
· Performing poorly on most written tests and quizzes.

· Inconsistently participating in group work

· Delivering oral presentations that show little preparation or attention to the grading rubric given for the assignment
“F” Students
These students turn in nearly none of their assignments when they are due; work that is submitted is often incomplete. They seldom listen attentively in class. Their essays, as measured by grade-appropriate rubrics, indicate poor effort and/or weak writing skills. They almost never participate in either group work or class discussion and rarely offer appropriate responses to the literature and ideas discussed; indeed, the majority of their comments are inappropriate. Their scores on quizzes and tests are low. Finally, these students demonstrate neither skill nor preparation on assigned presentations.
“F” students exemplify these attributes by:

· Almost never participating in class discussion; their few contributions are seldom appropriate and fail to advance the progress of the discussion

· Writing essays which display poor control (as measured by rubric) of language, organization, and idea development

· Completing few assignments in a timely manner
· Performing unsatisfactorily on most written tests and quizzes
· Rarely participating in group work

· Delivering oral presentations that show almost no preparation and little attention to the grading rubric given for the assignment
