
Outline for Pearl as Icon (In-Class Essay)
I. Thesis: Throughout Scarlet Letter, Pearl functions as a symbol of Hester’s atonement rather than a three-dimensional character. Similarly, Mickey Mouse functions as an icon, shifting to fit the changing needs of his country.

A. Topic Sentence: Pearl represents Hester’s process of atonement in order to reveal Hawthorne’s support of public penance.

a. sin (letter A) “With the sin born infant in her hands” Hester stands on the scaffold (Chapter 3) 

b. shame (imp) “Women [Pearl] is thy badge of shame!” (Chapter 8).

c. purpose (no witch meet) “God gave me the child… she is my happiness; she is my torture, nonetheless” (Chapter 8)

d. courage (fights bullies) “Pearl made a rush at the knot of enemies” (Chapter 7)

e. truth (quests Dimme) “Wilt thou stand here with mother and me, tomorrow noon tide?” (Chapter 12). 

B. Topic Sentence: Like Pearl, Mickey Mouse is allegorical, offering a reflection of America’s globalization rather than the personality of an original character. 

a. afterthought (in 1927-- original bunny (Oswald) was stolen by studio from Walt)

b. crafty character (1935 Steamboat Willy)

c. cute, childish All American (M-I-C Mickey Mouse club)

d. Entrepreneurial (1950-present theme parks/ears recognizable to ALL)

e. Empire (Tokyo 1983 and Paris 1992)



IV. Conclusion: (So what?) Allegory, whether a literary figure like Pearl or a global phenomenon like Mickey Mouse, functions as a tool to make a complex idea simpler. 

