Mrs. Crawford
English 11 Honors
Gender/American Dream
Testimony by Anita Shreve (In-Class Essay, Graphic Organizers, and Discussion Questions)
Essay Question(100 pts): How do gender stereotypes (expected behavior of each sex) factor into this scandal and its outcome.  You should write a six paragraph essay for this in-class assignment. Bring in an outline with quotes.
Intro: attention grabber, transition, and thesis specifying which male and female gender stereotypes contribute to the scandal and outcome.
2 body paragraphs on female gender stereotypes (be physically attractive and alluring, nurturing, domestic, weak) and HOW they influence the scandal and outcome. (use at least 4 excerpts—small quotes—from the book). Remember, set up/quote/analysis. 
2 body paragraphs on male gender stereotypes (be strong, sexual, unfeeling, breadwinner, competitive) and HOW they influence the scandal and outcome. (use at least 4 excerpts—small quotes—from the book). Remember, set up/quote/analysis.
 Conclusion Restate thesis (not verbatim) and tell why this topic is important today. Come back to your attention grabber and relate its importance in light of the knowledge you just displayed in your body paragraphs.
Graphic Organizers (50 pts): Each week, you will submit one graphic organizer on 12 chapters, using as themes (last column) the gender stereotypes highlighted above.
Harkness Questions (45 pts)
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. The story in Testimony is told from many different perspectives. Why do you think Anita Shreve chose this narrative style for the novel? What are at least two connections between this style and the novel’s themes? How do the various voices illustrate gender stereotypes?

2.  Some characters in Testimony --- for example, the students—narrate from the first person point of view. For other characters, such as Mike and Owen, the author always uses the third person. Rob’s mother, Ellen, speaks in the second person. What do these different points of view tell you about the roles of various characters in the story? Did you find yourself empathizing most with any character in particular? 

3. Several characters comment that if the sexual incident at Avery had occurred at a local public school, it would have drawn little or no attention. Do you agree with this assessment? Is it fair that this elite institution be held to a different standard? What would happen if this incident happened at University School, American Heritage, or Pine Crest? 

4. When Mike initially brings J.Dot into his office and accuses him of taking advantage of the girl in the video, J.Dot replies that “She knew better” (123). Do you think that Sienna knew better? Setting aside the letter of the law, how responsible do you think Sienna is for what happened? 

5. When Sienna calls her mother on Wednesday morning (129), she cries hysterically. Her roommate, Laura, implies that Sienna may have been acting. Do you think that Sienna is acting or are her emotions genuine? Is it possible for both to be true at the same time?

6. When Silas first reflects on what he did on the videotape, he repeats the phrase “I wanted” (43) many times. When Anna recounts her affair with Mike, she too uses this refrain, “I wanted” (210). What do Silas and Anna each want? Are these purely sexual wants or are they more complicated? Why do you think mother and son use the same language of desire to condemn themselves? How much do you think desire is to blame for what happened?

7. Discuss the evolution of Anna and Owen’s marriage over the course of the novel. Are you surprised that they do not separate after all that has happened? Do you believe that by the end of the book Owen has forgiven Anna?

8. To describe her relationship with Silas, Noelle often uses the metaphor of walking through doors together. Did you feel this was an apt metaphor? How does the significance of this image change as the novel progresses?

9. Some of the parents of the boys feel a keen sense of responsibility for their sons’ behavior. Ellen in particularly says, “And, of course, you are. You are responsible” (189). Do you believe the parents of J.Dot, Silas, and Rob made decisions that in some way led to this event? How culpable should parents of teenagers feel for the behavior of their children? 

10. As Silas writes in his journal, all his entries are addressed to Noelle. How does the tenor of the letters change over the course of the novel? Do you believe Noelle is capable of forgiving him? Should she forgive him?

11. Were you surprised when you learned who filmed the incident? All of the students involved seem to have made an unspoken agreement to protect this person’s identity. Do you agree with their reasons for doing so? 

12. One of the big questions driving Testimony is “Why did these students do what they did?” In his letter to Ms. Barnard, Rob writes that “It was an act without a why” (303). What does Rob mean by this? Do you think the other three would agree with his assessment? If not, how might their answers be different? 

13. What do you think will happen to the students in the future? What course can you see their lives taking in the months and years following the close of the novel? How will they be affected by the incident and its aftermath? 

14. At the end of the novel, Rob suggests that, in an unexpected way, his life may turn out better because of what happened at Avery (304). Do you agree with his logic? Can you see any redemptive effects the scandal may have for other characters? 

15. How much responsibility do you think the parents have for what their sons did? Compare Rob’s parents, Ellen and Arthur with J.Dot’s parents, Michelle and Matthew, and Silas’s parents, Owen and Anna.

16.. Sienna is an intriguing character, a kind of 14-year-old Britney Spears wannabe gone off the rails. What were your thoughts towards her? Did Laura’s and Irene’s point of views challenge any sympathy you may have felt towards her? What about her parent’s responsibility and their reaction to the incident?

17. Which character of the “incident” participants did you feel the most empathy for during the book and did this change at the end of the novel?

18. Did you feel any empathy towards Mike? How do you think he coerced James and Rob into writing confessions?

19. Much was made of how Silas was brought up right, and that he would never do such a thing, it would be completely out of character. So the question is: Was the discovery of Anna and Mike’s affair the reason why the incident occurred? Or could it have been something else that would have set it off anyway, as Rob put it, “it was an act without a why.”

20. The fallout from the incident affected the rest of the basketball team, the reputation of Avery, the Academy students, staff and parents and the town. Do you think their lives were ruined or will they get by as Rob suggests? Provide evidence for your opinion.

21. The person behind the camera wasn’t named until the last chapter; do you think it was odd that we never got his perspective on the incident? Why or why not?

22. Research and list a real life scenario that is similar to this one and relate how it compares to the scandal and outcomes described in Shreve’s book.

