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1. Conformity
“ Then all you can do is get lost in the tiny details of everyday doing the same tasks over and over” (chap 44)

2. Blind faith in Religion
“In the church district colony, we hung bags of cut hair in the orchard to scare away deer. Adam told me the rule about not wasting anything is one of the blessings you give up when you leave the church colony. The hardest blessing you give up is silence. (Chapter 45)

3. Selfishness (Solipsism)
“It’s a different kind of entertainment. It’s a rush, having that kind of control. The guy with the shotgun was named Trevor Hollis in his obituary, and finding out he was a real person feels wonderful. It’s murder, but it’s not, depending on how much credit you take. I can’t even say doing crisis intervention was my own idea.” (Chapter 46)
4. Obsession with/Fear of Death
“He tells me he’s got a rifle tucked up under his chin and he wants me to give him one good reason not to pull the trigger.” (Chapter 46)

5. Materialism

6. Hypocrisy


7. Superficial/Trivial Nature of Education

8. Laziness


9. Gullibility/Naiveté
“I remember thinking my big brother was a very kind and very wise man. That’s how stupid I was.” (chap 43)
“In the outside world, he told me, there was no real silence. Not the fake silence you get when you plug your ears so you hear nothing but your heart, but real out-of-doors silence.” (Chapter 45)
10. Learned Helplessness

11.  Exploitation- manipulative nature of media/society
“ If You’re a Young Sexually Irresponsible Girl with a Drinking Problem, Get the Help You Need. Call-and then my phone number. Take my word for it” (Chapter 46) 

