Huck Finn: Socratic Seminar Grading Rubric

         A Socratic Seminar is scholarly discourse based on “essential” open-ended questions.  Essential questions are defined as questions that point to the heart of a topic and its controversies and that generate multiple answers and perspectives. Open-ended questions allow you to think critically, analyze multiple meanings in the text, and express your ideas and opinions with clarity and confidence. Below is a list of Huck questions—corresponding to your harkness/graded discussion. Please answer these questions BEFORE the harkness.
Rubric for Participant (45 pts)
1.  Number of comments

· No comments=0 points______

· 1 comment= 5 points   ______

· 2 comments=8 points  ______

· 3 comments=12 points______

· 4 or more comments =15 points______

2.  Quality of points

· no comments=0 points _____

· just repeats others’ ideas=5 points_____

· expresses original ideas=10 points_____

· original, deep comments, new ideas=15 points_____

3.  References to text

· no references=0 points_______

· 1-2 references=8 points______

· 3 references=12 points ______

· 4 or more references=15 points_____
Moderator Rubric (45 pts)
	The moderator encourages peer interaction so that the majority of students speak
	15
	

	The moderator covers discussion of at least eight essential questions
	15
	

	The moderator  refers to specific textual evidence to clarify OR to question audience
	15
	


 Chapters 1-3 
1. How would you compare the characters of the Widow Douglas and Miss Watson? Who seems to be presented

in a more favorable light? Why do you think so?

2. How does Huck respond to Miss Watson's admonitions to pray? What does this tell us about Huck?

3. How would you characterize Huck's self-image at this point in the novel? Do you think it is accurate?

4. What is the setting of the novel? Why is the time period in which it is set important?

Chapters 4-7 

5. How does Twain satirize "do-gooders" in his description of Pap's "reform"? How is the new judge different from Judge Thatcher and the Widow Douglas?

6. How does Huck like life with his father? Why does he decide to run away?

Chapters 8-11
7. How does Huck feel about not turning Jim in? Why do you think he feels that way?

8. How would you characterize Jim's predictions in these chapters? Does the reader get

any sense of which ones will come true and which will not?

9. Do you think that Jim's character is any different in chapters 8 and 9 than in Chapter 2? If so, in what ways?

10. How would you characterize Mrs. Loftus? Why do you think she isn't harsher on Huck when she discovers he is lying to her?

11. Much of the humor of Huckleberry Finn, as well as the serious satire, comes from Huck's being unaware of the comic implications of what he says. What Huck takes seriously, Twain often means to be comic. Find one or two instances of this in these chapters, and explain the difference between what Huck says and what Twain means.

Chapters 12-14 

12. What does Huck's insistence on boarding the wrecked steamboat tell us about Huck?

13. What is the name of the steamboat? Why do you think Twain might have given her that name?

14. Why does Huck stop and try to save the murderers, and how does this reflect on his character?

Chapters 15-16 
15. What is the principal conflict in Huck's mind about Jim?

16. Does the reader's attitude toward Jim change as a result of his response to Huck's trick on him? How does his response make you think of Huck's pranks?

17. What is Huck's response to Jim's plans to steal his children after he reaches freedom? How does this response help to satirize a slave society?

Chapters 17-18
18. What do the furnishings of the Grangerford house tell us about the inhabitants?

19. In Huck's description of the church service and later the hogs that sleep under the church floor, do you think Twain is satirizing religion itself or the way some people practice religion?

20. At the end of Chapter 18, Huck says, "You feel mighty free and easy and comfortable on a raft." How wouldyou compare life on shore and life on the raft so far?

Chapters 19-20 
21. Huck knows the duke and king are frauds from the beginning. Why does he pretend that he thinks they are the real thing?

22. What characteristics do the people at the camp meeting display? Do you think Twain approves of their behavior?

Chapters 21-23 
23. What is Sherburn's attitude toward the men attempting to lynch him? What do you think Twain's attitude is?

24. How do the duke and king entice people to see the "Royal Nonesuch"? What do you think Twain is implying about human nature with this?

Chapters 24-26 

25. At the end of Chapter 24, Huck describes the welcome the townspeople give the duke and king, and says, "It was enough to make a body ashamed of the human race." Why do you think Huck's response to this is so strong? How does what the duke and king are doing differ from what they've done before?

26. What qualities do the Wilks girls have that allow them to be duped so easily? How does Mary Jane's response to Joanna's grilling of Huck help emphasize this?

Chapters 27-29 
27. How does Huck feel about Mary Jane in these chapters? What do you think it is about her that he responds to most deeply?

28. At one point while the townspeople are trying to decide who the real Wilks brothers are, Huck says "anybody but a lot of prejudiced chuckleheads would a seen" that the duke and king are frauds. Do you think this characterization of the townspeople is accurate? Why or why not?

Chapters 30-32 
29. Briefly describe Huck's crisis of conscience that leads up to his decision to write to Miss Watson. How does Twain use irony here to make his satirical points?

30. How does Twain use irony in the discussion between Huck and Mrs. Phelps about the steamboat accident that Huck makes up?

Chapters 33-35 
31. What accounts for Huck's surprise that Tom will help him steal Jim?

32. Why do you think Huck tries to help the duke and king when he finds out that the townspeople know about them?

33. Why does Huck prefer Tom's plan for freeing Jim to his own?

34. After Tom tells Huck that it's all right for them to steal, Huck steals a watermelon. Tom is angered by this and insists that Huck pay for the watermelon. Why does Tom respond this way, and what does this scene tell us about the differences between Huck and Tom?

Chapters 36-39 
35. How would you compare Huck's and Tom's attitudes toward the escape?

36. What characteristics does Aunt Sally have that enable the boys to take advantage of her?

38. Is there any evidence that Jim is really suffering during all of this? Does Huck's response to Jim's plight seem reasonable to you?

Chapters 40-43 
39. How believable is the deus ex machina (literally, the "god from a machine," a theatrical term referring to a sudden and unexpected solution to a seemingly insoluble problem) through which Jim is freed? Explain.

40. Where is Huck going at the end of the novel? What does this imply about the society in which he lives, and his place in it?
