English 11 Honors
Mrs. Crawford
Harkness Questions for Gatsby Discussion 

Graded Discussion on All of Gatsby:  

Criteria for Graded Discussion:
· Contribute 4 times
· Do not merely repeat what has been said by someone else; if you agree with someone else, you should say why and add some of your own analysis of new textual evidence that you have selected
· If you disagree with someone else, explain why and do so tactfully
· Always be ready to paraphrase or quote from the text to support your analysis

Preparation for Graded Discussion:
1. Finish reading Gatsby. 
2. Develop an opinion about the following:
a. The motivation of major characters—Gatsby, Daisy, Tom
b. Nick’s assessment of Gatsby and the other characters
c. The title: Is it supposed to be ironic? In what way and to what degree is Gatsby great? Do you think Fitzgerald agrees with Nick’s assessment of Gatsby and other people? Why or why not?
d. Do you think Fitzgerald has any sort of moral or political agenda (that he hopes to change readers’ behaviors or attitudes)?
e. Many critics think of Gatsby as a masterpiece in part because of Fitzgerald’s use of language. Select one textual passage (longish quote) that you think is impressive or profound. You may have some questions about the meaning of the passage but be prepared to offer your own interpretation of it.
f. On a personal level, how did you react to the text? Which character(s) did you like best or most sympathize with and why?
g. [bookmark: _GoBack]What connections can you make between Gatsby and Dead Poet’s Society? Be prepared to explain with paraphrased examples.
