English 11 Honors

Mrs. Crawford

Final Exam

Essay Assignment (50%) and Personal College Video Essay (50%)
Write an essay on one of the following four choices.
I. Essay Instructions: 

Narrow the subjects below to form a restricted and divided thesis.  Your textual and film evidence must be appropriate; analysis (not paraphrase or summary) must be at least twice as long as quote and must show how and why the evidence proves the topic sentence to be valid. Your essay must utilize book AND new film analysis, be between 800-1200 words, and be submitted to turnitin.com NO LATER THAN May 22nd.
1.)  How is Jay Gatsby the embodiment of the American dream, its beauty and its ultimate failure?  You might wish to consider:

A.)  Independence, individualism, and self-definition reduced to the figure of the con-man

B.)  Self-improvement reduced to financial scrambling

C.)  Democracy reduced to a monarchy of the moneyed

D.)  Innocence reduced to an irresponsible and self-destructive naiveté

E.)  The impossibility of escaping the past

F.)  Progress reduced to the death of the human spirit; spiritless and destructive machines

G.)  Idealism reduced to materialism (dream reduced to $)

2.)  What greater, perhaps even allegorical, significance do the East (and East Egg) and the West (and West Egg) have?  How does Fitzgerald use the tension between the two to present and develop a theme?  (Remember that a theme must be stated as an independent clause—must have subject, its verb, and express a complete thought).

3.)  Consider cars and driving as clues to or metaphors for character.  For example,

A.)  How is Gatsby’s car like him (See  68; 73)?

B.)  What do the driving habits of Gatsby’s guests (58-59) suggest about their character, their values, their lifestyle?

C.)  Jordan’s stories, attitudes, and experiences with cars ( 62-63; 186)?

D.)  Tom’s attitude toward Gatsby’s car?

E.)  George as a car mechanic, buying and selling others’  cars?

F.)  Switched drivers—significance?  (Tom and Gatsby? Gatsby and Daisy? Myrtle’s assumption about Tom’s car?  George’s desire to buy Tom’s car?)

G.)  What do Daisy’s driving habits tell us about her?

Keep in mind what Fitzgerald suggests about the age of the machine (the valley of ashes and the juicer on 43-44: “Every Friday five crates of oranges and lemon arrived ….every Monday these same oranges and lemons left his back door in a pyramid of pulpless halves.  There was a machine in the kitchen which could extract the juice of two hundred oranges in half an hour, if a little button was pressed….”)
4.)  Many times Fitzgerald uses setting and mood in the service of characterization.  Analyze one of the passages below, explaining what Fitzgerald is implying about the character through details of setting and mood.  Be sure to use evidence from throughout the novel to support your argument that the character does indeed possess the qualities that you claim the given passage implies.

p.  29, George:

     The interior was unprosperous and bare; the only car visible was the dust-covered wreck of a Ford which crouched in a dim corner.  It had occurred to me that this shadow of a garage must be a blind and that sumptuous and romantic apartments were concealed overhead, when the proprietor 

himself appeared in the door of an office, wiping his hands on a piece of waste.

Myrtle, p. 33

     The apartment was on the top floor—a small living room, a small dining room, a small bedroom and a bath.  The living room was crowded to the doors with a set of tapestried furniture entirely too large for it so that to move about was to stumble continually over scenes of ladies swinging in the gardens of Versailles….A reluctant elevator boy went for a box full of straw and some milk to which he added on his own initiative a tin of large hard dog biscuits—one of which decomposed apathetically in the saucer of milk all afternoon.

Daisy, p. 12

     We walked through a high hallway into a bright rosy colored space, fragilely bound into the house by French windows at either end.  The windows were ajar and gleaming white against the fresh grass outside that seemed to grow a little way into the house.  A breeze blew through the room, blew curtains in at one end and out the other like pale flags, twisting them up toward the frosted wedding cake of the ceiling—and then rippled over the wine colored rug, making a shadow on it as wind  does on the sea.

     The only completely stationary object in the room was an enormous couch, on which two young women were buoyed up as though upon an anchored balloon.  They were both in white and their dresses were rippling fluttering as if they had just been blown back in after a short flight around the house.  I must have stood for a few moments listening to the whip and snap of the curtains and the groan of the picture on the wall.  Then there was a boom as Tom Buchanan shut the rear windows and the caught wind died out about the room and the curtains and the rugs and the young women ballooned slowly to the floor.

II. Video Instructions:

Using Tufts University, the best-known college to offer college applicants a video essay option, the first thing to do is 1) Identify the question and any directions. Tufts says, “Prepare a one-minute video that says something about you. What you do or say is totally up to you.” 2) Next, brainstorm ideas about what you want to say. 3) Then, write a first draft script. Make it exceptional. 4) Collect visuals that help explain what you say. 5) Edit. 6) Get feedback. 7) Finally, record your script until it’s nearly perfect. DON’T FORGET: make it one-minute, no more or less. Here is a website that offers advice/instruction on video application essays. Videos must be posted to youtube (unlisted) and ready to present to class May 28th.  
IF both part 1 and part 2 are not turned in on time, students will have to report to my classroom during exam period to take a one-hour ACT grammar/critical reading/essay exam.
