The Write Idea 
Professor: Jaimie Crawford
2005-6 Syllabus



Welcome to my class!  I am really looking forward to meeting all of you. If you have any questions, please reach me at jaimie@pinecrest.edu.

REQUIRED TEXTS: Kinneavy and Warriner’s Elements of Writing (Introductory Course), Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, Austin, 1998. (ISBN: 0-03-050858-4)
First Quarter (August 25-Ocotber 13):  
Parts of Speech, Paragraphs, and the Descriptive and Narrative Essays
	Week one: Aug 22- 25
	Monday: Complete Diagnostic Grammar Test EOW (Elements of Writing) pp. 338-340. Do this test without the help of your parents. Bring the answers to class on Thursday.
Tuesday: Read EOW pp.1-17. Answer questions on EOW 16-17.
Wednesday: Read “The Rider” EOW pp.20-23

Thursday: Bring to class a paragraph with 8 sentences about the most exciting part of your summer and the Grammar Diagnostic Test.

	Week two: Aug. 29-Sept.1 
	Monday: EOW Grammar, Exercises 1-3 on pp. 340-345

Tuesday: Read “Volcano” EOW p. 58

Wednesday: Write a descriptive paragraph with 8 sentences. Be sure to have a thesis sentence, 6 supporting sentences with specific details, at least 3 appropriate transition words or phrases (p. 66) and a clincher. Try to avoid “to be” verbs.

Thursday: Bring to class descriptive paragraph and grammar exercises.

	Week three: Sept. 5-8
	Monday: EOW Grammar, Exercises Review C and D pp. 356-359.

Tuesday: Read EOW pp.61-75

Wednesday: Write a compare/contrast paragraph with 8 sentences. Be sure to have a thesis sentence, 6 supporting sentences with specific details, at least 4 appropriate transition words or phrases (p. 66) and a clincher. Try to avoid “to be” verbs.

Thursday: Bring to class compare/contrast paragraph and grammar exercises.

	Week four: Sept. 12-15
	Monday: EOW Grammar, Exercise Review E pp. 360-363. (Advanced Option: Write a paragraph about one aspect of the tragedy in the Gulf Coast using two of each of the four kinds of sentences: simple, complex, compound, compound-complex)

Tuesday: Read “The Land I Lost” EOW p. 84. 

Wednesday: Write an outline of your own narrative essay by reading pp. 88-108 and writing. Write down at least ten sensory details and 10 action details.  Plan a beginning, body and ending to your narrative.

Thursday: Bring to class your narrative outline and grammar exercises.

	Week five: Sept. 19-22
	Monday: EOW Grammar, Diagnostic Test, p. 367 (Advanced Option: Write a personal narrative using the following: a gerund, an infinitive, a participial, a direct object, indirect object, predicate nominative, and an adverb, adjective, and noun clause )

Tuesday: Write your personal narrative. Follow the models on pp. 99-100. 

Wednesday: Edit your personal narrative. Make sure to include sensory details, dialogue, action details, events in order, and a clear beginning, body, and ending.

Thursday: Bring to class narrative and Diagnostic Test.

	Week six: Sept. 26-29
	Monday: EOW Grammar, Review Exercises C, D, and E p. 386-88. (Advanced Option: Write a restaurant review using at least 10 sensory details and 3 compound sentences with semicolons)

Tuesday: Read “The Sinking of the Titanic” on p. 114. 

Wednesday: Outline a descriptive essay about an event by reading pp. 118-124.  List 15 details about your event in chronological order. Include 8 different sensory details (p. 121, 126), 3 pieces of dialogue to use, and 2 similes and 2 metaphors (p. 127).

Thursday: Bring to class outline, notes, and grammar exercises.

	Week seven: Oct. 3-6
	Monday: EOW Grammar, Diagnostic Test, p. 390 

Tuesday: Write your descriptive essay about an event. Follow the models on pp. 127-136. 

Wednesday: Edit your descriptive essay. Make sure to include factual details, exact words, sensory words, similes, metaphors, and thoughts and feelings about the event. 

Thursday: Bring to class descriptive essay about event and Diagnostic Test.

	Week eight: Oct. 10-13
	Monday and Tuesday: EOW Grammar, Exercise 8,9, 11, 14 (pp. 404-413) (Advanced Option: Choose a song. Print it out. Identify all the complements, phrases, clauses, and types of sentences.)

Wednesday: Read over all of your writing to date. Choose your favorite piece. Rewrite it after one family member critiques it and bring it to class on Thursday.

Thursday: Class presentation of favorite pieces. If time, write in class. 

	Week eight: Oct. 17-20
	Bring your book bowl CREATIVE BOOK REPORT to class and be ready to present it.


